It has long been held that the bad results which sometimes follow fracture of the patella, and also of the olecranon, are due to the stretching of the fibrous material by which in many cases such fractures become united. Of late years, however, it has become pretty obvious that other influences are at work besides merewant of proper apposition and proper union between the fragments, and that among these the most potent is adhesion of the upper fragment to the bone on which it lies?the femur in the one case, and the humerus in the other. Moreover, it has become apparent that in many cases in which use has returned and the material!
by which the bones had united has seemed to " give way," this has been due not to any defect in the uniting substance, but to the fact that the upper fragment having become firmly fixed to the neighbouring bone the stretching of the uniting material was a necessary preliminary to 
